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TEXT:  Isaiah 65:17-18 
THEME:  SAINTS TRIUMPHANT?  REALLY? 

1. Here Is a Promise for Saints Triumphant 
2. Something Really New and Improved for Saints Triumphant 

 
“Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be 
remembered, nor will they come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will 
create.” 
 
Dear Fellow Saints Triumphant: 
 

This Sunday is called the Sunday of Saints Triumphant.  But do God’s saints on 
earth, those who trust in him alone for their salvation, seem all that triumphant 
to you?  The economy is still a mess for so many of the saints.  The truths of 
God’s Word in the Bible are held up to more ridicule this year than they were 
last year, and there seems little likelihood that is going to change.  Those who 
hold to all of God’s Word are mocked and called old-fashioned, narrow-minded 
bigots, and worse. 
 
And what about you, you who are called saints by God’s Word because of the 
forgiveness of sins won for you by Jesus’ life and death and resurrection?  You 
are forgiven, but how are you doing at the end of this year compared to at its 
beginning?  Does the word triumphant really describe you?  Are there still 
doctrines—truths—from God’s Word that still trouble you?  Are there still 
temptations that plague you and that you seem powerless to overcome?  Are 
there still memories of wrong done and good left undone that make you wonder 
how God could possibly love you? 
 
SAINTS TRIUMPHANT?  REALLY?  Our text today from the prophet Isaiah 
calls out to us from the mind and heart of God.  It bids us to take the focus off 
of ourselves and look instead into God’s heart and will for us. 
 
“Behold!” the Lord says to us.  So often in the Bible that little word is used as 
a sort of stop sign; it indicates that something surprising is coming, something 
we could never have imagined, something that will fill our minds with peace and 
our hearts with joy.  “Behold!” he says, “I will create new heavens and a new 
earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to 
mind.”  Let’s focus on the “new heavens and a new earth.”  God has 
promised them, so they are as good as done.  That’s what makes us saints 
triumphant. 
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We cling to these promises of God.  Jesus himself guarantees their fulfillment, 
and he never fails to keep his Word.  God’s description of what he is doing and 
what he has already done for us, his saints triumphant, is bound to encourage 
us for the journey that still lies before us.  Remember, God has promised “new 
heavens and a new earth.” 
 
So often we see commercials for things that are new and improved.  With 
experience we often discover that “new and improved” is just a marketing 
gimmick designed to lure us into a purchase that is likely to be the same old 
thing in just a new package. 
 
What about this “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth”?  Is 
that just hype?  Or only an empty promise that gives false hope to tempted and 
suffering Christians?  Oh no!  Never that!  This promise of new and improved 
comes from the God who does not lie and can never deceive us. 
 
Look at how new and improved his new heavens and new earth will be.  They 
are so improved that “former things will not be remembered, nor will they 
come to mind.”  What “former things” will disappear from our hearts and 
minds?  All those things that we have done to mess up the perfect heavens and 
earth that he created at the beginning of time, as is recorded for us in Genesis 
chapters 1 and 2.  The beauty of the promise in our text for today is that God 
will make the new heavens and the new earth; it won’t be us or any other 
creature making them.  They will be just like the first heavens and earth that 
made before Adam and Eve fell into sin.  They will be perfect in every respect, 
free from sin and shame, and free from guilt and all the wretched consequences 
of our sin and shame. 
 
So perfect will the new heavens and earth be that we will not want to call the 
former things to mind, the things that we messed up with our own sins.  Rather, 
we will rejoice with joy unending in the forgiveness and in the payment for our 
sins that Christ made for us.  No longer will our lust consume us.  No more will 
the pain caused by other people’s sins plague us.  There we will see and 
experience fully what it is to be saints triumphant.  All of this will happen not 
because of our work and merit but because of Christ’s!  All the focus will be on 
rejoicing forever in what he has done for us. 
 
No matter your situation at this moment, triumph is on the way and is assured!  
Hang on!  Don’t despair!  Rejoice!  Amen. 
 
 


